
HOPE FOR WOMEN WRITER’S GUIDELINES

Editorial Mission: We don't just collaborate to celebrate women. We depend on one another. We pull
on each other. We give of our time and energy, our hearts and souls, to better women worldwide.
From cover to cover, issue to issue, it's clear that Hope for Women isn't just on a mission to impact
lives--we're committed to doing life together! And while we realize doing life together isn't always easy,
we wouldn't have it any other way! 
 
The content (articles) should provide helpful and unique information, based on reliable and accurate
resources and interviews with topic experts. Each article will fit one of our topic categories and relate
to a chosen theme for the month or issue.  
 
Overall voice and style: The overall voice and style of the content will be friendly and conversational,
yet respectful of the various cultures, ages, and values of a diverse readership of women (with a core
audience age 25–59 and an average age of 35). Articles should contribute to a reader’s practical
knowledge base on a topic, while offering a perspective of encouragement, hope and inspiration.  

Style Points to Keep in Mind:

• Try not to use slang, unless it’s important to the article or part of the topic. If in doubt,
check with the managing editor. 
• Speak directly to the reader, using the “you” pronoun. 
• Write as if you’re speaking to a woman of intelligence, but make sure to explain any
technical terms that the average reader wouldn’t know. 
• Conversational doesn’t mean familiar; and respectful means to use appropriate language
at all times. If your topic is related to sex or has advice about sex, it’s OK to write about it
as long as it’s done in a professional manner and respectful of a spiritual, faith-based
readership. 
• Use humor whenever it’s appropriate and possible. 
• Try to present a unique viewpoint or information as much as possible, rather than
repeating information in other publications, or on other websites. The easiest way to do
that is to keep our mission in mind, and look at the story from a positive point of view. 
• Articles should use at least two reliable sources for information, and (when possible)
include an interview with an expert on that topic. Articles should not be written as if you’re
expressing your opinion.  
 



• Blogs are opinion pieces, and you can use the word “I,” writing from your point of view.
No interviews or sources are required as long as the blog makes it clear you are
presenting your own opinion. Bloggers are encouraged to offer personal stories of
transformation that take the reader on a journey toward a goal or revelation. They should
also be informational, and offer strategies, keys, pointers and/or tips toward practical
transformation or overcoming. While a spiritual point of view is excellent and encouraged
whenever applicable, please avoid proselytizing, overuse of Scripture or the tendency to
use the blog as a sales pitch for services, products or other personal ventures. 
• Use correct spellings, punctuation, grammar and syntax.  
• Spell out numbers smaller than 10, use numerals for numbers greater than 10. For
example: “You might want to buy two of these lipsticks and keep one in your purse and
one at home. Stores have sold more than 10,000 of these items and are having trouble
keeping them on the shelves.” 
• Italicize the following (without quotation marks): plays, movies, and other productions,
book titles, titles of newspapers, music CD titles, foreign phrases (unless they’re
commonly known), bio blurbs at the end of an article. 
• Use quotation marks for the following: TV shows, titles of newspaper and magazine
articles, familiar expressions (e.g., “A rolling stone gathers no moss”), nicknames (e.g., He
called her “Shorty”). 
• Do not use stand-alone quotes as a paragraph.  Paragraphs need to be at least two
sentences long. Reference all quotes.  (e.g., “We had a tough time with that,” Jean Smith
said.) For single quotes immediately following double quotes, use this format: “‘ 
• Do not use the serial comma for a group of items in a sentence joined by “and” or “or”
(e.g., apples, oranges and bananas). 
• Periods and commas are placed within quotations (for example: “The latest research
recommends almond versus soy milk,” Dr. Cow said.).

ARTICLE FORMATTING

• Font: Times New Roman 
 
• Font size: 12 pt. 
 
• Line spacing: single spaced 
 
• Sentence spacing: one space after ending punctuation 



Start each article as follows: 
 
Article Title (use title capitalization, in other words, all main words should be capitalized) 
 
Article Subtitle (initial word capitalized only) 
 
Byline 
 
Suggested cutline 
 
At the end of the article, include two or three sentences of biographical information about
yourself, and italicize it. 

Example of how your article will look at the top of the page:

Spring Family Fun 
 
Spring activities your family will love 
 
By: Wilhemina Q. Writer 
 
Suggestions and ideas for unique and fun springtime activities 

NAMING YOUR FILE

Please name your file as follows: month the article will appear_tab it goes
under_subcategory_abbreviated title 
 
For example, if your article will post in March, and it is for the Relationship tab, subcategory
Family, and its title is Spring Family Fun, then please name your file: 
 
March_Rel_Family_SpringFamFun 
 
(as you can see, it’s OK to abbreviate, as long as it’s clear what the abbreviation means.) 



DEPARTMENTS AND COLUMNS: ARTICLES 
 
STYLE/FASHION & BEAUTY (150-400 words): 
 Hope’s fashion and beauty section keeps readers "in the loop" regarding the latest trends in
accessories, clothing, and shoes -- so they can put together stylish and contemporary look on
a sensible budget. More than just a pretty face or fad, Hope for Women covers and portrays
fashion and beauty with a conscience, through stories that are holistic, natural and eco-
conscious. Hope fashion and beauty editorial empowers and strengthens who we are, and
provides options, not edicts. Hope covers styles that showcase the beauty found in every
woman, without breaking their bank. We are looking for valuable beauty and makeup tips,
product reviews, and other resources -- for women of all shapes, sizes, and colors. Hope’s
focus is helping women take care of themselves in a healthful manner…so that they can
embrace the God-given beauty we all possess.  

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT (currently under Entertainment) (25-500 words): 

Hope features short reviews and articles that inform our readers about uplifting, inspiring, and
spiritually engaging entertainment. We welcome movie, DVD, and music reviews (50 words
each), and also longer pieces (200-400 words) discussing, for example, reality TV,  or an
especially interesting, “positive role-model type” entertainer.  Hope’s entertainment articles can
also examine how entertainment is – or is not – contributing to a healthier world. In the area of
the arts, Hope can also help to inspire readers to seek out arts and entertainment offerings
including concerts, art exhibits, theatre or dance productions, and poetry readings.

HEALTH & WELLNESS (200-500 words):  

We all aspire to lead healthier, happier lives -- but often lack the time, energy, and motivation to
even explore ways to do that!  Hope’s Health section is designed to expose our readers to
simple suggestions for healthier living – including tips on eating healthier, reducing stress,
trying organic food on a budget – as well as providing updates on environmental issues, the
mind-body connection, and the latest health recommendations by doctors and experts.
Together, we will uncover the latest information in women’s health and explore the many ways
of maintaining healthier lifestyles! ** 2 – 3 “topic expert” recommendations, references,
studies, or interviews are necessary for articles in this section. **

CAREER & MONEY (200 –500 words) 

Our “Career” section keeps readers up-to-date on the current trends in our workforce –
including creative ways to market their skills, free or low cost options for updating their current
skills (GED classes, grants for moms, community education), and the latest from the annual
USBL Occupational Outlook Handbook. We’ll share stories on women starting their own
businesses, and information on how to start a small business, entrepreneurial tips, and home
businesses. 



We’ll also share "A day in the Life of..." – type interviews with women who are in the workforce  -
- as CEOs, administrative workers, educators, health care professionals, creative/performing
artists, and more. Our “Education” section follows the latest research, trends, pedagogies, and
news in education, from Pre-k to post secondary, and adult and continuing education. In our
“Money” section, we’ll share information on what’s happening in finance, banking, home-
ownership, real estate, the rental market, foreclosure, debt analysis, and other economic issues
of the day – with input from financial experts, and up-to-day research and statistics on matters of
interest.

LIFESTYLE  (200 – 500 words)

Hope’s “Lifestyle” section addresses our readers’ desire to add fresh experiences to everyday
living. In our “Organization” department, we share the lowdown on home improvement, new
ways to maintain a cohesive and clutter-free environment, and discovering the latest in eco-
friendly living. “Travel” invites readers to explore the best in travel destinations abroad and in the
U.S.A. And of course, “Food” offers the latest cooking techniques, entertaining tips, and
suggestions for dining well – whether at home, or in a popular new restaurant. Plus, experts in
the kitchen (including our very own Chef Max) will share their secrets for creating meals --
whether simple or complex – that can be prepared in a reasonable amount of time…for a
reasonable budget!

INSPIRATION  (200-500 words):

Hope looks for inspirational and informative articles that explore how real, every day people use
faith in their lives to change their world and impact their community. Our faith and inspiration
articles introduce readers to contemporary issues that confront our world -- and examine how
these issues are resolved (or not) through faith and spirituality. Hope encourages respect and
investigation of how faith is practiced by different women all over the word, regardless of their
religion, or religious affiliation – as long as it is respectful of the One True God and Creator.
 Hope’s articles will inspire readers to get back to basics…discover their authentic callings,
talents, desires, and goals… and seek God in a way that feels organic and meaningful. Blogs:
Hope prefers informative, first-person pieces that showcase faith through an obstacle you
overcame -- or a challenge to your faith that you are dealing with right now that is deepening
your faith walk. 

FAMILY & RELATIONSHIPS

Our “Family & Relationships” section speaks to the most vital part of our lives: our relationships
with those we love. In “Our Families” we will examine parenting, issues facing our kids, dealing
with challenging communication issues with family members, caretaking for elderly or ill family
members, dealing with death, separation, and divorce, and tips for creating richer, more
meaningful interfamily bonds. “Marriage” covers advice from counselors, doctors, and experts
on strategies for keep a marriage partnership fresh, loving, inspired, spiritually healthy, and full
of romance…as well as supporting your partner through difficult seasons, dealing extramarital
affairs, separation and divorce, and marital stress.  



“For Singles” addresses balancing dating with work, recreational fun, professional advice on
setting standards and maintaining boundaries, honest conversations about relationship pressures
and sexual relationships, recovering from breakups and heartbreaks, and inspiring and
empowering ways for single women to enjoy and make excellent use of the free time they may
have – whether through taking care of self, or through impacting their communities and the world
we live in.

OUR WORLD (250 – 500 words)

This section gives Hope readers a wider perspective on what women are doing to positively
impact and change our planet. We share stories about the "sheroes" in our world -- whether they
are "everyday sheroes," politicians, spiritual leaders, women in health fields and technology, in
the arts, or even celebrities -- who are helping address the needs of those around them. We
follow the women protecting our planet, saving our children and seniors, holding up their sisters,
supporting the men in their lives, and contributing to the evolution of mind, body and spirit. Stories
should always present an "overcoming" angle when subject matter is heavy or contains
emotionally impacting stories, still leaving our reader with a sense of "hope" when they come to
the end of the article.  **Should have an extremely international and socially relevant focus.** 

HOPE Magazine FEATURES (750-1,000 words)

Hope is committed to providing articles featuring current events and investigative reports
covering cultural and social trends and controversial subjects.  Some of these stories may fall
under these categories: 
 
Cover Story (1000 - 2000 words) - Each issue of Hope features an in-depth interview with a
woman who is impacting our world in a notable way. This should be in a feature format, and
discuss interesting aspects of her life, her inspirations and influences, any current projects she is
working on, how her faith influences her life, and lessons learned in her life journey from both “the
ups and the downs.” Past interview subjects include Tasha Smith, Mandisa, Candace Cameron,
and Sheryl Lee Ralph. 
 
Investigative Report (1,000 - 1,500 words): Each issue of Hope features one issue-related article
on social, political, or personal issues of the day – such as abortion rights, domestic abuse, and
sexuality and relationships.  These articles are designed to examine what’s really going on in the
communities and world we live in -- presented in an unbiased manner that may stir up some
discussion…or even be considered “controversial.”  In addition to interviewing subjects, the writer
should also talk with experts to get their perspectives, as well as provide resources and advice. 
 
Blogs (400 - 600): Hope blogs should be informative, engaging, and written with the intent to take
the reader on a journey. Although research is not required, it’s recommended. Can be more
personal, but bloggers should still keep in mind that the reader will be looking for a reading
experience that will inform, entertain, and add to their knowledge base on the topic area. The
more information, knowledge and expertise the blogger gains in their area, and shares in their
writing, the better. 



Editorial Internships:

Qualifications:  

Major or minor in journalism, converging communications, or English are preferred. Past
writing experience is preferred.  

Responsibilities: 

• Fact Checking 
• Writing short articles for the website and/ Hope newsletter  
• Conducting interviews and research for articles 
• Researching potential editorial topics 
• Performing administrative tasks, including data entry, shipping and team support 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:  

If you are interested in submitting an article for Hope’s website or magazine, please send an
email with the subject line “Submission Query,” and include a one paragraph summary of your
topic, along with two references, topic experts, or article links that will be used in your article.
Also include a brief bio with your publishing credentials or related writing experience, and send
to hello@hopeforwomenmag.com.  

Note: Hope for Women Magazine does not offer compensation for article
submissions, however, you will be provided with a byline.

PAYMENT: 


